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The overall design scope consisted of 5000 linear meters of bookshelves and accompanying
facilities: counters, internet areas, a read café, study areas and a multimedia department. At
the request of the client the designers contributed to the development of the shop-concept: a
commercial approach, instead of a standard library positioning and structure, where bocks are
presented to a "customer” and where the library itself becomes a place to stay; more like a
modern retail concept.

Within the new library shop-concept the books are arranged according to different shops instead
of numbers. Each section has a lifestyle-orientated space (youth, culture, health, travel, efc...)
where books are frontally presented combined with openness.

Because of this the run shopper can find his product directly, while the fun shopper can wander
through the landscape of books, explore the different worlds and discover places to sit back
and browse through the pages. Meandering bookcases organise the landscape and create an
adventurous environment of different identities. The bookcases are built with 1 straight and 5
curve modules. The additional functions are integrated into the bookcases, such as seating,
workplaces, info terminals, counters, couches and lighting. This creates the unity and peace in a
full library.
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Concrete's assignment was to design the interior of this weekend house. The aim was to work
with the architecture, emphasizing the courtyard and ensuring harmony between the interior
and exterior. It was important that the two melded with each other, creating a seamless flow of
circulation that did not simply occur laterally from outdoor to indoor, but vertically between floors.
In this manner, the entire house becomes an endless playground that one meanders through;
always open to views of the water, yet intensely private at the same time.

This seamlessness has been further realized in the project's furniture and finishing. The use of
Corian allows for a continuous finish that flows through the entire house, allowing the finishings
to transform into one large piece of furniture'. The Corian allows beds to develop into shelves,
which in turn become cupboards, vanity displays, and kitchen countertops.

Without the need for edges, the material wraps the building on the interior and draws the
individual from one room to the next, perpetuating the idea of an unbroken flow of movement.
The garage, a space one would usually consider separate from a house, or belonging to the
outside more than the inside, is instead made a cohesive part of the interior. It is unenclosed,
separated from the foyer only by a glass wall.
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The use of Corian allows for a continuous finish that
flows through the entire house, allowing the finishings to
transform into one large piece of ‘furniture’
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